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Creativity is
inventing,
experimenting,
growing, taking
risks, breaking
rules, making
mistakes, and
having fun.”
Mary Lou Cook

I'm always
thinking about
creating. My
future starts
when | wake up
every morning.
Every day | find
something
creative to do
with my life.
Miles Davis
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Creating Through the Winter Blahs.

February is still in its infancy, and
although | would love to be talking
about the coming of spring, instead, we
are bracing ourselves for the first
snowstorm of the winter here in
Southwestern Ontario. This is the time
for winter blahs — those lazy, warmth-
seeking, dark and dreary winter blahs.
But even still, with Valentine’s Day, St.
Patty’s Day, and March Break right
around the corner, there are lots of
reasons to bring your creative spirit out
of hibernation. Here in the studio, we
completed our very first, and very
successful Learn Along in January. And
we are settling into our second Learn
Along: Drypoint Felting. These Learn
Alongs are free, so if you haven't joined
us yet, visit our blog to get involved.
You work along with us in your own
time and space, and we can help you
through the project.

In the next two weeks we will be
working with 3 dimensional forms and
our felting to make a really cute crib
mobile. Then we will spend some time
with felting and doll forms to make a

really neat little doll.

As | have said before, the reason that
Daylilies was started is to help you be
even just a little more creative. And we
have realized lately just how hard it is
to find just a little time to be creative —
and just when you find the time to be
creative, finding the supplies you need
can complicated. We are going to try
and help you solve this problem so that
when you have the time to be creative,
you are all ready to go with supplies
and/or inspiration or know-how in hand.
In the coming months, we are striving
to get both an online live creative help
program and our Personal Creativity
Assistant program running — all to help
you when and where you need it with
any of your creative project needs.

As always, Happy Creating -

Oh — and in case you need one more
reason to get creating, check out the 5
minute Chocolate Mug Cake Recipe
blog post — this is a fantastic reason to
create even with the Winter Blahs.
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Great Reading!
Recommended
Reads...

For Adults:

If you are participating
with us in our latest Learn
Along, and have caught
the needle felting ‘bug’
like me, then you will want
to grab a copy of Quick &
Clever Felting by Ellen
Kharade. This 120 page
book explores all facets of
felting including both
needle felting and wet
felting as well as appliqué
and 3Dimensional felting
forms with over 30
projects to try.

This is a beautiful book

with lots of great pictures

and instructions for each
project, but it is on my
must-read book for its
comprehensive
explanation of materials
and felting how-to. Felting
techniques are simplified
and Ellen makes each
one of the projects seem
achievable for even the
most novice of felters.

There were so many
wonderful projects in this
book that it is hard to
choose my favourite — the
bags, jewellery and Easter
eggs are all beautiful —
but whatever you choose,
this book is a go-to book
for your next felting
project
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February 's Studio Picks:
Natural Wool from Cedarview
Farms.

Davlilies is very lucky to be a supplier of
Cedarview Farms’ wool products. This
100% Canadian wool, from right here in
Southwestern Ontario, is Suffolk/Dorset
wool perfect for all manner of creative
projects. Not only is the flock loved and
personally cared for, this wool is all
natural, pesticide free and the wool is
not treated with resin during process.
The result? A wonderful wool that is all-
natural, hypo-allergenic and fantastic to
work with. We are so lucky to be able to
offer this wool in stuffing, roving and
quilt batting — this is wonderful wool!

So just what do we recommend using
this wool for? The stuffing is perfect for
filling anything from pillows to stuffed
toys and everything in between. The
roving is great for spinning, felting and |
have even seen it braided in a braided
rug! The quilt batting is perfectly suited
for any quilt work — “it is like pushing a
needle through butter.”

New in the Studio

Sew & Save
By Joanna Chase

Sew and Save by Joanna Chase is a
reproduction from an original 1941
book. Although an interesting glimpse of
history, this book is also a great
resource for anyone interested in
fashion, sewing, recycling and re-
fashioning. This is a very small book
packed with lots of ideas (and even
patterns) for making and remaking
clothes for you and every member of
your family. As it says on the book
cover, “First published during WWII, this
is a fascinating, practical and very
timely guide for the twenty-first century.’

10 Second Creativity Boost

Sharpen up your crayons
and replace all your
notetaking pens or pencils
with sharpened crayons in
great colours — like neon
pink or peacock blue. And
if you tend to doodle when
you take notes, even
better! Everything looks
more fun in colour.
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How About that Loom Knitting

Our very first Learn Along was all about
the knitting loom. And what an
experience it was! We tried both the
single rake and the knitting board — two
very different ways of loom knitting —
and wow! Not only did we have a lot to
learn in a little bit of time with two such
different techniques in one learn along,
but we also had to learn what it meant
to have a learn along.

In the end, | think that we did great. We
learned just how much we can
accomplish in one learn along session,
what things work well for a learn along,
and more specifically, | learned that
although 1 loved working with the
knitting board, | really did not like the
single rake at all. But this is the joy of
the learn along — you and | learn and
experience new things together.

If you joined me on this learn along, |
hope you had a great time! And if you
didn’t join us, the learn alongs are still
posted on the blog for you to try
whenever you feel tempted. (I will also
still be available to answer any of your
questions, and will be here to read and
respond to your online blog comments.)

So, as | was saying, | did not enjoy
knitting on a single rake. | had problems
throughout that project — it seemed a
never ending trial of dropped stitches,
tension troubles and redo’s. On the
other hand, | really enjoyed working on
the knitting board and 1 will have
absolutely no hesitation in picking up
the knitting board again. This was fun,
easy, and | loved the look of the
finished product. It also seems that
those of vou that ioined me in this learn

along (and commented privately by email
or publicly on the blog) also felt the same
way about the project, so have opted to
focus more on the knitting board from this
point on. Here is a great new pattern to
help you practice some of your knitting
board skills. This is a beginner pattern —
you could be finished with a luxurious
scarf in hand in only two hours!

Soft & Stylish 2 Hour Scarf

To make this scarf, you need:
1 chunky knitting loom and
knitting hook, pegs %" apart.
2-30z balls, Lion Suede, Lion
Brand Yarn

1 % yards of %" wide ribbon

1. To start, take the end of each ball of
wool and cast on 18 pegs using the two
strands together as one yarn., (9 pegs on
each of the 2 rows of the knitting board)
(for specific cast on instructions, click

here).

2. Knit 105 rows, in twisted knit stitch (for
specific knit instructions, click here).

3. Cast off all 18 pegs (for specific cast off
instructions, click here).

4. To add cross-stitch ribbon detail, stitch
diagonally every 5 stitches up and then
reverse the diagonal as you stitch back
down the length of the scarf, forming the x
of the cross stitch. Pull the stitches and
the ribbon tight to form detail.

5. To finish, weave in yarn and ribbon
ends. Optional: weave leftover ribbon
ends across the end of the scarf, gather
and tie in bow.

Great Reading!
Recommended
Reads...

For Kids:

Looking for something to
keep your tweens busy
this winter? Nothing could
be more perfect than
weaving. Not only is it
portable, but there are so
many neat things to
weave, that this creative
endeavour will suit even
the pickiest tween. And,
whether you want to get
weaving bracelets,
shoelaces, toques, bags
or scarves, Kids Weaving
by Sarah Swett not only
provides fantastic patterns
and ideas, but also gives
you detailed instructions
for making your very own
portable pvc weaving
loom.

Weaving is one neat past
time and it gives your
older children a chance to
make some really
professional looking stuff!
This book has awesome
photographs and is just a

very inspiring look at all

things weaving. It is a
fantastic look at all the
great things kids can
make and do with a little
string!

Page 3



Valentines: Creative Ways to Share your Love
this Valentine’s Day.

Valentine’s Day is almost here, but it isn’t too late to show your
loved ones just how much they mean to you this Valentine’s
Day. Don't just settle for that store bought card — think
something more personal:

For the children that light up your life  : Heart shaped
pancakes or red icing hearts drizzled on a pile of chocolate chip
cookies make great valentine treats for the kids in your life, but
if you have a girl that really loves the charm and romance of
Valentine’s day, why not make her a Valentine barrette? Check
out this quick video from expertvillage.

For good friends and family : Warm up that computer and get
your printer ready — these ready to print valentine pillow boxes
(you know the boxes that puff up in the middle) will make great
valentine treats for those you love this valentine’s day! Just print
them out, assemble and fill with great candy for a wonderful
Valentine treat. Thanks to favecrafts.com for this idea.

For your kids to give : Instead of the usual valentine this year,
check out this great idea from Wondertime — give the gift of tea
with personalized heart shaped tea tags. Fast, Fun. Unique.

For that one special person in your life  : Nothing says | love
you like a Valentine’s love note! Illustrator Tricia Rennea has
posted this lovely printable notecard — you just need to add the
words!

And if you don't have a Valentine?  No worries! Just grab your
favourite old sweater (the one that is too tattered and worn to
wear anymore) and fashion yourself your very own Valentine!
Thanks Erika Kern at Craftstylish.com for this nifty idea

www.dayliliescreative.com
www.davyliliescreative.wordpress.com
daylilies@daylilies.com
www.facebook.com/daylilies
www.davyliliescreative.etsy.com
519.744.4048

Subscribe to Newsletter here

Blog Schedule

February 4 — 20 : Learn Along: Drypoint
Needle Felting (Wed. to Fri. only)

February 25 — 27 : Learn Along: Kool Aid
Dyeing

March is for kids : Join us for a month of
kid's creative fun and easy activities
including a week long Scrapbooking for
Kids (A march break blog special) and
All things Easter!

Monthly Webstore Specials
at www.dayliliescreative.com

February 2010

10% off all books and patterns (discount
taken off the patterns when bought in kit)
March 2010

20% off All Stockmar Beeswax crayons
and Stockmar Modeling Beeswax

Coming Soon to Daylilies
How-to Books by various authors
Your Personal Creativity Assistant

Our very first creative contest. What do
you think it should be? Please send
suggestions to:
daylilies@dayliliescreative.com




